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read my Journal, which he has done all along. lie often before said,' I take great delight in reading it.' To-day he said,' You improve: it grows better and better.' I observed, there was a danger of my getting a habit of writing in a slovenly manner. ' Sir,' said he,' it is not written in a slovenly manner. It might be printed, were the subject fit for printing'.' While Mr. Beaton preached to us in the dining-room, -Dr. Johnson sat in his own room, where I saw lying before him a volume of Lord Bacon's works, The Decay of Christian Piety, Monboddo's Origin of Language, and Sterne's Sermons', He asked me to-day how it happened that we were so little together: I told him, my Journal took up much time. Yet, on reflection, it seemed strange to me, that although I will run from one end of London to another to pass an hour with him, I should omit to seize any spare time to be in his company, when I am settled in the same house with him. But my Journal is really a task of much time and labour, and he forbids me to contract it.
I omitted to mention, in its place, that Dr. Johnson told Mr. M'Queen that he had found the belief of the second sight universal in Sky, except among the clergy, who seemed determined against it. I took the liberty to observe to Mr. M'Queen, that the clergy were actuated by a kind of vanity. 'The world, (say they,) takes us to be credulous men in a remote comer. We'll shew them that we arc more enlightened than they think.' The worthy man said, that his disbelief of it was from his not finding sufficient evidence; but I could perceive that he was prejudiced against it3.
After dinner to-day, we talked of the extraordinary fact of Lady Grange's being sent to St. Kilda, and confined there
1 As I have faithfully recorded so many minute particulars, I hope I shall be pardoned for inserting so flattering an encomium on what is now offered to the publick. BOSWELL.
s See ante, iv. 126, note 2.
3 'The islanders of all degrees, whether of rank or understanding, universally admit it, except the ministers, who universally deny it, and are suspected to deny it in. consequence of a system, against conviction.' Johnson's Works, ix, 106.
forf the thousand and one omissions for which he ought to be called rogue, as long as his volumes last.' Ib. p. 318.
